ONE MAN S INDIA                      17Q
there was a transfer     " But those ' he
said, k are written by sycophants
The man who made that astonishing
remark was one of the very ablest of
Indian journalists The confusion of
mind it betrays was far more acute in
thousands of educated young Indians
with no particular prospects and not much
idea of what to do with English rhetoric
beyond turning it into a weapon against
the British Some of them slipped mto
nothing worse than silliness and waste of
time, and the habit of going to political
meetings, as our youth goes to the cinema
others got tangled up in movements, the
logical outcome of which was political
crime More than once I had an old-
fashioned Indian father say to me that he
did not know what to do for the son who
had taken up with such companions and
political creeds Even the enormous power
of the Hindu family system was inad-
equate when it was a question of dealing
with young men introduced to these
violent delights of rhetoric